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Governor statement on passing of mother Sonja 
Lujan  

  
SANTA FE – Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham and her brother Gregory Lujan regret to 
announce the passing of their mother, Sonja Lujan, of natural causes on Sunday. Mrs. 
Lujan was 82 years old.  
  
The governor issued the following statement: 
  
“My mother was truly one of a kind. Like so many caring and devoted mothers, she 
became a dedicated advocate for my sister Kimberly and children with disabilities across 
the country simply because there was no other choice. She worked to right every wrong 
and fought for the best standard of care, refusing to back down when she knew there 
was more that could be done. Her tenacity and determination in the face of seemingly 
insurmountable challenges has inspired me every single day of my adult life. She taught 
me to fight hard – to make sure no one is left behind, that no family is lacking the 
support they need and deserve. Together with my father, my mother taught me the 
importance of service to your community – of working to ease the burdens of others. 
Though neither of them ever ran for office, they exhibited true dedication to New 
Mexico and its people.  
  
“She adored her family, and we treasured every minute we had with her. She was my 
mom, irreplaceable, and I love her dearly. My family and I are grateful that she spent 
her final days surrounded by the people she loved – we will miss her very, very much.”  
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