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Senator Ron Griggs Announces He Will Not Seek Reelection 

 

ALAMOGORDO—Today, Senator Ron Griggs (R-Alamogordo) announced he will not seek 
reelection in 2024. Senator Griggs has served Senate District 34 since 2012 and will continue to 
serve through the end of his current term. 
 

Senator Griggs announced his decision in a letter attached below. In addition to the letter, 
Senator Griggs issued the following statement: 
 

"Representing Senate District 34 is an honor like no other. I am proud of the work I have done 
as your Senator and will continue to serve the people of New Mexico. But the time has come 
for new blood, new eyes, new ideas, and new directions. I am eager to pass the torch to the 
next generation of leaders and spend more time with Joan and my family." 
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My political career started when I was elected to the Alamogordo City Commission in August of 1999 to 
fill the seat vacated upon the death of my father, Jim Griggs.  I was re-elected three times, serving twelve 
and a half years.  In 2012, I successfully ran for the New Mexico State Senate.  I was sworn in on December 
12, 2012, and have represented Senate District 34 since then. 

During my tenure in the Senate, most of the legislation I worked on focused on the economy, especially 
the economy of our rural communities.  I worked for years to change liquor laws and that work ultimately 
allowed more small restaurants to sell spirits.  I sponsored legislation that allows large scale economic 
development projects to see lower taxes on their construction costs, and initiated legislation that allows 
communities to use their local economic development tax to attract retail projects.  Airports across New 
Mexico can receive state assistance to attract regional air carriers and the brine well is no longer a danger 
to the citizens of Carlsbad.  Counties have access to state dollars to assist them in the construction or 
remodeling of district court facilities, non-profits can rent out their facility to other non-profits more often, 
and prescribed burns cannot be started when a red flag warning is in effect.  I either sponsored these bills, 
co-sponsored them, or influenced their development and drafting. 

I also introduced other important bills that did not pass.  Bills such as the Adjunct Instructor Act and a bill 
to provide small oil and gas operators a tax credit to help bring their wells into compliance with New 
Mexico rules.  I also introduced a memorial to study how best to return federally controlled land to New 
Mexico.  I even sponsored a bill to allow customers to bring their own wine into a restaurant paying a 
corkage fee to have it opened.  I did not shy away from these and other controversial issues.  I never 
thought I was elected to follow just one playbook, but to find solutions for all New Mexicans. 

I helped the communities in District 34 with many capital projects.  Roads and infrastructure received 
most of the capital dollars I had to allocate but I also sent funds to Carlsbad for their Riverwalk Conference 
Center, their Community Recreation Center, the new gym floor for Carlsbad High School, and I funded 
projects and programs at Living Desert State Park.  I funded recreation improvements in Cloudcroft along 
with vehicles and equipment for them.  The big green activity bus was funded through my capital 
allocation.  I provided both Cloudcroft and Timberon with dollars to repair, upgrade and develop their 
water and wastewater systems.  The new fire station in Timberon was built with state dollars I allocated 
to that project.  Here in Alamogordo, I provided funds to the New Mexico Museum of Space History, 



funds to New Mexico State University Alamogordo, funds to purchase vehicles and equipment for both 
the City and the County, funds for improvement projects and programs at Oliver Lee State Park, and in 
recent years, funds to help with quality-of-life projects at the golf course, the zoo, and the baseball and 
soccer fields.  Alamogordo too, has a new activity bus your legislative delegation funded.  NMSU-A will 
soon start a new nursing program funded in large part by your delegation.  And, if you take a short drive 
to Sunspot, Senator Burt and I provided funds and other assistance to NMSU to help keep that facility 
open.  Helping with these and other opportunities are the most positive and enjoyable things I participate 
in as your state Senator.  And one last thing, although state legislation was not involved, I was a part of 
the reason White Sands is no longer a National Monument but is now a National Park. 

I am proud to represent you.  It is an honor like no other.  It is exhilarating to be engaged in development 
of legislation to better New Mexico and to argue against legislation that will damage this district and our 
state.  I just turned 71 in October, so another term is certainly doable and, in many ways, desirable.  I want 
to continue to represent you in the State Senate.  I also want to spend more time with Joan and our family.  
It is time for new blood, new eyes, new ideas, and new directions.  I will finish my term and retire from 
the State Senate at the end of 2024.  Thank all of you for your vote, your confidence in me, your words of 
encouragement, and your concern for me and my family.  You are the part of this job I will miss the most. 

 

 

Senator Ron Griggs 
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