
 

 

2024 Spaceport America Cup Comes to a Close 
 

LAS CRUCES, N.M. (June 22, 2024) – The latest edition of the world’s largest 

intercollegiate rocketry competition is in the books. 

  

Concluding with the closing ceremony Saturday, June 22, 2024, at the Pan 

America Center on the campus of New Mexico State University, the 2024 

Spaceport America Cup again featured the technical prowess of thousands of the 

world’s most intellectually gifted college students centered around the field of 

intercollegiate rocketry. 

  

Of the 152 teams who signed up to take part in the event, a record 122 of them 

made the trek to southern New Mexico for the week-long competition featuring 

some of the brightest minds and most dedicated college and university students 

from around the globe. A strong partnership between Spaceport America and the 

Experimental Sounding Rocket Association (ESRA) made the event, which has 

been held at the world’s first purpose-built commercial spaceport since 2017, 

possible. 

  

“It never ceases to amaze me how much energy these students bring to the event,” 

said ESRA President Steve Taylor. “The global community is one of the things we 

bring together for this event and I’m proud of what we have built over the years.” 

  



Taking home the coveted Genesis Cup Trophy as the overall winner of the event 

was Team 121, the University of Maryland. That institution joins the likes of 

Brigham Young University (2023), The University of Sydney (2022), the University 

of Minnesota (2021), the University of Washington (2019), McGill University (2018) 

and the University of Michigan (2017) as overall winners of the Cup. 

  

“The continued growth of the Spaceport America Cup is a testament to the passion 

of thousands of students from around the world as well as the dedication by the 

staffs of ESRA and Spaceport America to put on a world-class event,” commented 

Spaceport America Executive Director Scott McLaughlin. “Being able to directly 

impact the future members of the space and aerospace workforce is something we 

are proud of, and we can’t wait to see the growth opportunities which await our 

organizations in 2024.” 

  

For the region, the Spaceport America Cup represents a substantial economic 

driver thanks to the thousands of students and spectators who stay in cities and 

towns around both Doña Ana and Sierra counties. Many first-time visitors received 

the opportunity to learn about the state of New Mexico, its robust history in the 

space and aerospace realms, and the role The Land of Enchantment continues to 

play in commercial aerospace. 

  

Once again, all four major regional universities – New Mexico State University, 

New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, the University of New Mexico and 

the University of Texas at El Paso – engaged in the competition. The city of 

Albuquerque is headed home with the award, as the University of New Mexico laid 

claim to the Chile Cup. Established in 2019, the Chile Cup is an award given to the 

team from the four above who placed the highest in the overall competition. 

  

Dozens of staff members from Spaceport America as well as a group of ESRA 

volunteers which numbers at over 150 served as event organizers, host and 

mentors not just during the week of the Cup but through the months leading up to 

the event, too. 

  



Over two dozen organizations from around the world pledged their support to the 

2024 Spaceport America Cup, too. Foremost among them was lead supporter 

Onshape, a PTC company, and Gold-level supporters Blue Origin, Honeywell and 

Los Alamos National Labs. 

  

Another major contributor for the event was New Mexico State University’s Dr. 

Paulo Oemig who serves as the director of New Mexico Space Grant Consortium. 

NMSGC is a member of the congressionally funded National Space Grant College 

and Fellowship Program that has been administered by the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration (NASA) since 1989. 

  

A complete list of overall and category winners from the 2024 Spaceport America 

Cup can be located below. Additionally, this information as well as winners from 

past years can be located on ESRA’s website. A full video archive of the 2024 

Spaceport America Cup including the opening ceremony, team podium sessions, 

full launch day streams and the closing ceremony can be found on ESRA’s 

YouTube channel. 

  

2024 Spaceport America Cup Winner 

Team 121 | University of Maryland 

Runner-Up | Team 49 | Istanbul Technical University 

  

2024 Chile Cup Winner 

Team 127 | University of New Mexico 

  

ESRA Technical Awards 

Jim Furfano Award for Technical Excellence 

Winner | Team 25 | Duke University 

Runner-Up | Team 144 | Utah State University 

  

Dr. Gil Moore Award for Innovation 

Winner | Team 137 | University of Texas at San Antonio 

Runner-Up | Team 125 | University of Minnesota 

https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=9812593deb&e=187382ca15
https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=5755a8b1a0&e=187382ca15
https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=5755a8b1a0&e=187382ca15


  

Charles Hoult Award for Modeling & Simulation 

Winner | Team 144 | Utah State University 

Runner-Up | Team 121 | University of Maryland 

  

James Barrowman Award for Flight Dynamics 

Winner | Team 119 | University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

Runner-Up | Team 150 | Wichita State University 

  

ESRA Team Conduct Awards 

Team Sportsmanship Award 

Winner | Team 4 | Arizona State University 

Runner-Up | Team 114 | University of Canterbury 

  

Nancy Squires Team Spirit Award 

Winner | Team 138 | University of Texas at Rio Grande Valley 

Runner-Up | Team 152 | Wroclaw University of Science and Technology 

  

Intercollegiate Rocket Engineering Competition Category Place Awards 

(COTS = Commercial Off the Shelf | SRAD = Student Researched and 

Developed) 

10K COTS 

First Place | Team 49 | Istanbul University 

Second Place | Team 11 | Brigham Young University 

  

30K COTS 

First Place | Team 114 | University of Canterbury 

Second Place | Team 97 | University of Melbourne 

  

10K SRAD Solid Motor 

First Place | Team 121 | University of Maryland 

Second Place | Team 133 | University of Sao Paulo 

  



30K SRAD Solid Motor 

First Place | Team 124 | University of Minnesota 

Second Place | Team 74 | Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute 

  

10K SRAD Hybrid/Liquid 

First Place | Team 111 | University of Calgary 

Second Place | Team 152 | Wroclaw University of Science & Technology 

  

30K SRAD Hybrid/Liquid 

First Place | Team 75 | Rice University 

Second Place | Team 62 | National Autonomous University of Mexico 

  

Payload Challenge, Sponsored by Space Dynamics Laboratory 

First Place ($1,000) 

Team 11 | Brigham Young University 

  

Second Place ($750) 

Team 143 | University of Wisconsin 

  

Third Place ($500) 

Team 97 | University of Melbourne 

  

Honorable Mentions 

Team 89 | Technical University Munich | Most Professionally Integrated Payload 

Team 144 | Utah State University | Most Improved Year Over Year 

Team 151 | Worcester Polytechnic Institute | Best Use of Computer Vision 

  

Media Awards 

Team Video Challenge 

Winner | Team 11 | BYU 

  

Live Rocket Video Challenge | Best Live Onboard Video 

Winner | Team 90 | Texas A&M 



  

Live Rocket Video Challenge | Best Live Telemetry Visualization  

Winner | Team 151 | Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

  

### 

  

Spaceport America (https://www.spaceportamerica.com) is the first purpose-built 

commercial spaceport in the world. The FAA-licensed launch complex, situated on 

18,000 acres adjacent to the U.S. Army White Sands Missile Range in southern 

New Mexico, has a rocket friendly environment of 6,000 square miles of restricted 

airspace, low population density, a 12,000-foot by 200-foot runway, vertical launch 

complexes, and about 340 days of sunshine and low humidity. 

 

Some of the most respected companies in the commercial space industry are 

tenants at Spaceport America: Virgin Galactic, HAPSMobile/ AeroVironment, UP 

Aerospace, and SpinLaunch.  

 

The Experimental Sounding Rocket Association (ESRA) is a non-profit 

organization founded in 2003 for the purpose of fostering and promoting 

engineering knowledge and experience in the field of rocketry. ESRA’s primary 

focus is providing safe and exciting opportunities for academic groups to compete 

in aerospace challenges. ESRA’s flagship event, the Intercollegiate Rocket 

Engineering Competition (IREC) has attracted tens of thousands of students since 

2006 and is now known as the Spaceport America Cup. 

 

The Spaceport America Cup (https://www.SpaceportAmericaCup.com) is the 

world’s largest IREC – Intercollegiate Rocket Engineering Competition - for student 

rocketry teams. With over 120 teams from colleges and universities in dozens of 

countries, the competition continues to grow every year. Students launch solid, 

liquid, and hybrid rockets to target altitudes of 10,000 and 30,000 feet. The 2024 

Spaceport America Cup saw over 1,00 student rocketeers from around the planet 

travel to Las Cruces, N.M., to take part in the global competition. 

 

https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=90a3b41792&e=187382ca15
https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=e877a9160f&e=187382ca15
https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=39cb59bf86&e=187382ca15
https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=e2f5b1ca65&e=187382ca15
https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=7f73056347&e=187382ca15
https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=7f73056347&e=187382ca15
https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=41529a2ea4&e=187382ca15
https://spaceportamerica.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=58d56e94a27e782f5a4739ee8&id=09a2100350&e=187382ca15


 

Onshape (https://www.onshape.com/en/) is the first and only cloud-native product 

development platform that delivers professional-grade CAD capabilities with next-

generation product data management (PDM), powering agile design processes at 

lower costs. 

 

With Onshape, users can innovate quickly while simultaneously or asynchronously 

collaborating with other stakeholders on any web-connected device. 

 

Without the limitations of a traditional file-based CAD check-in and check-out 

process, information can flow freely across your teams keeping everyone in sync. 

 

Media Contact for Spaceport America 

Charlie Hurley | Public Information Officer 

(575) 305-5257 | Charles.hurley@spaceportamerica.com 

 

Media Contact for the 2024 Spaceport America Cup 

Logan Herrera | Director of Media 

media@esrarocket.org 

 

Media Contact for Onshape 

Chris von Staats | Education Marketing Lead 

cvonstaats@ptc.com 
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